
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          September 16, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 198 (O God, You Are My God) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, you strive to move me towards integrity, the 
state of being whole and undivided, of being unified, unimpaired 
and sound.  I am so enamored by the word and what it depicts 
that I downplay what the journey to having integrity involves and 
think of it as being less important that it is.  I forget about the 
breakdown of concepts, values and feelings that have long been 
cherished and are well established. I forget about the introduction 
of different concepts, values and feelings which are not easily 
merged with what is already acceptable to me.  I focus most on 
the harmony I think integrity will bring me, so I attend less to the 
confusion that is to be unraveled in its achievement.  As a result, I 
get in the way of what you are doing. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 8:27-38 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 198 (O God, What You Ordain Is Right) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 384 (O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for September 23, 2018 
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13—4:3,7-8a; Mark 9:30-37. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet a week from tomorrow, 
Monday, September 24th, at 1:30 pm, at Olwen Peterson’s.  The 
lesson is #1. Olwen is the hostess. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 The cross is the central symbol of the Christian religion. It is 
primarily a symbol for death. When we wear a cross we are making 
a statement that the fullness of our life comes to us through our 
being open to participating in a particular kind of death. What dies 
is our sense of self, our concepts regarding who we are or should be 
as a person, and the familiar experience we have of our self. 
 This death is one that is orchestrated by God, who deconstructs 
our ideas of the person we are or believe we should be. God does 
this by making us aware of what actually goes on in our interior, the 
thoughts and feelings that reside in us, especially those which do 
not fit the notions of our life to which we are attached. This death 
is not about our killing off something about ourselves we do not like. 
It is about what we know about our self, and even like/love about 
our self, being modified in the sense of expanded so that our 
experience of our self ends up containing more than it did before. 
Often, the “more” that we end up with is at odds with what we have 
always believed to be true of us. This death we wish to and work to 
participate in is the death of our beliefs and feelings about who we 
are, and it is very much like being on a cross in that we are pulled in 
competing and differing directions as the new thoughts and feelings 
are integrated with the old ideas and experiences. 
 The Ordinary Time Following Pentecost is a time in life when this 
integration is worked out, a time when being pulled in different 
directions is more in our awareness than in the past, a time when 
we can especially feel “torn.” It is important to remember that this 
journey is not about some part of ourselves being overcome, but 
rather is about our learning to comprehend ourselves, to know 
ourselves as fully as possible. Sometimes the cross becomes a 
symbol for where we come out rather than being a symbol for what 
is involved on the journey that takes us there. When used in this 
way, the cross pulls us out of the journey rather than helping us 
participate in it. The truth is that we do come out in a different place 
than where we began, but apart from participating in the death 
which this journey involves we essentially remain the same. 

[Jim Robie, 9-13-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 8:27-38) 

 This text states very directly what is asked of us if we wish to 
participate in the work God does for our redemption and salvation, 
i.e. the work God does to recover elements of our life that have 
been lost to us (redemption) as the way to keep us safe from 
wearing out from the effort we make to be someone we aren’t and 
not be the person we are (salvation). To describe this work using 
contemporary terms: it is the work of moving us from having 
fragmented lives to being more integrated. 
 The idea of our human lives coming together and becoming 
whole can be and often is an attractive and seductive ideal. When 
personal integration becomes our focus, it tends to make our lives 
more fragmented and not less, since it encourages us to pay a great 
deal of attention to what we want to be or think we should be and 
to ignore where we are and what is true of us in the moment. The 
unsettling truth is that we are not smart enough to make ourselves 
less fragmented. Our efforts to do so will continue to exclude the 
parts of our life against which we are consciously and 
unconsciously prejudiced. It is impossible to intentionally include 
those things about our life which we do not consciously know. A 
less-fragmented life is the point toward which we are being moved 
on our religious journey, not a destination at which we are 
supposed to arrive solely by our own effort. God facilitates this 
journey toward less fragmentation, disclosing what is hidden in 
unconsciousness, so that it can enter awareness and be integrated 
through our being receptive to what enters awareness. 

The concept of Messiah [Hebrew] or Christ [Greek] refers to the 
“one” who is “consecrated” to the “service” of disclosing what 
needs to be integrated so that we become less fragmented. 
Christianity inherited the concept of the Messiah from Judaism and 
changed the concept in very particular ways. Perhaps most 
importantly, in Christianity the work of the Messiah is taken on by 
God who chooses to be incarnated in each of us and work from 
within us to make us less fragmented. God’s incarnation is the 
appearance in us of cognition, the mental action or process of 
acquiring knowledge and understanding through thought, 

experience and the senses. It encompasses processes such as 
attention, the formation of knowledge, memory, judgment and 
evaluation, reasoning and computation, problem solving and 
decision making, comprehension and the production of language. 
Cognitive processes use existing knowledge and generate new 
knowledge. The appearance and operation of cognition in us is what 
it means to be made in the image of God, and the exercise of it is 
what makes us human. Cognition is what makes integration 
possible. 

Another thing Christianity did with the concept of the Messiah is 
change it from being combative to being servile, that is from having 
as its central idea the overcoming of something to having as it 
central idea the comprehending of something. God inhabits the 
interior world that is actual for us, becomes subject to it as we are, 
and suffers from it as we do. We reject cognition and kill it off when 
what enters our awareness distresses us. However, rather than 
being undone by the rejection of our interior life, God becomes the 
advocate for what has been lost and is concealed in that world. The 
feelings and thoughts buried inside are slowly disclosed to us, and 
what comes with them are the situations that caused them to be 
submerged and remain that way. As we are able, we are asked to 
open to these insights and perceptions and to feel and think our way 
into them in an effort to own them. In order to do this, we would 
need to ”deny” ourselves in the sense of “disown” the concept we 
have of who we are or should be, or “disavow” the customary 
experience we have of ourselves as being the only one and most 
accurate one for us (“disown” and “disavow” are other translations 
of the Greek word translated here as “deny”). What is involved in 
this disowning is described by the Greek word translated into 
English as “suffering.” The Greek word means “to experience 
sensations and impressions [usually painful].” We are made less 
fragmented as we become receptive to feeling and thinking our way 
into the sensations and impressions that were split off when we 
were younger. However, as Peter in the text, we are not too 
receptive to this way of having our life become more whole. The 
emerging thoughts and feelings which God discloses are scrutinized 
and evaluated by the authority in our personality, and those 



thoughts/feelings and their advocate are removed from 
awareness. However, the life of God within us is irrepressible, and 
the thoughts and feelings are returned to awareness for our further 
consideration. God orchestrates an irrepressible cycle of disclosing 
us to ourselves, through which we are taken repeatedly, and by 
which our lives become less fragmented. We open to what is 
brought to our awareness as best we can, each time perceiving a 
little more. As we pay attention to the way our inner life is disclosed 
to us, the puzzle of our life is assembled in a different and more 
complete way than it had been before. The human way is not this 
way, but the way of the hero and warrior, the way of overcoming 
by strength whatever gets in the way of our ideals for our life. 
However, the way God offers us does not involve overcoming 
anything, but rather attending to what is true of us [as a servant 
would], becoming subject to it as the way to comprehend it. This 
way involves thinking and feeling our way back into “sensations 
and impressions” that are usually painful because of how we were 
taught to judge them. 

Learning this way of living involves an openness to being 
changed. We will be asked to consider seriously relaxing our hold 
on the familiar and customary way we think and feel, and to notice 
how judgmental we are of everything we think and feel. Many 
feelings and thoughts will come to us and we will be judged for 
considering them, so a willingness to entertain uncomfortable 
thoughts and feelings and the judgments that come with them will 
be suggested to us. If we hold onto the familiar ways we think and 
feel we will find that we will lose the less-fractured quality of life 
being offered to us. If we are able to relax our grip on the familiar 
ways we think and feel we will initially begin to feel how fractured 
our life actually is, but the sense of being alive will increase as the 
judgments against us decrease and we begin to be fed by what is 
disclosed to us. What value is there in holding on to what is familiar 
and by doing so losing the connection to our actual life, since 
nothing can compete with the aliveness that comes from 
connecting to our actual life? Living in this way involves taking up 
one’s cross, being pulled in differing and competing directions, as 

new and different thoughts and feelings emerge, and our values and 
identity are sifted and changed. 

I suggest that shame will be a common experience which will 
come to us as this work of decreasing the fragmented quality of our 
life commences and continues—we will have feelings and thoughts 
we should not be having and we will be intimate with what we were 
taught was wrong and off-target. But as these changes begin, the 
true nature of God becomes visible in the fact that the shame we 
fear will become the doorway through which the work progresses. 
It will take us to the judgments that are the source of our 
fragmentation. 

[Jim Robie, 9-13-18, O.T. 17th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 8:27-38] 


